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	The Greek Mythology is a set of stories told by the ancient Greeks, about the origin of the world and its nature, activities and the lives of gods, goddesses, heroes and deities, and the origin and relevance of rituals Ancient Greeks. The mythology has left an enormous heritage of tales with envious gods, epic adventures, courageous deities, and vengeance and love stories. In this paper, I will base my argument on the Shapeshifter poem to discuss that an individual's true identity can never be hidden as it will eventually be revealed. 
	The poet of the Shapeshifter poem depicts the Greek Mythology with Zeus as the persona. Zeus was an Olympus god. He was the chief of the gods. According to (Greek Mythology.com 2018), Zeus was "the deity of the sky and thunder, Zeus was worshipped as the king of the gods of Mount Olympus. It was Zeus who gave the other gods their roles, and all were subordinate to him. Infamous for his romantic escapades, he fathered a small horde of children with immortals and mortals alike." Zeus, the god of thunder, destroyed Semele with the splendor of his firebolts.
	The Shapeshifter poem's poet uses the symbolism of skin to refer to identity. He states that it is an awful and aching thing to have no identity. According to Greek Mythology, Zeus was the son of Cronus, king of the Titans, and Rhea, his wife. It has known that Cronus would be dethroned by one of his children. On learning this, Cronus started swallowing his children upon birth. However, Zeus' wife, Rhea, saved the infant Zeus from being swallowed by Cronus by substituting the infant with a stone. She had wrapped it in swaddling clothes for Cronus to swallow, thinking it was the infant. She hid the infant Zeus in a cave in Crete, where she was taken care of and nursed by a Nymph Almathea, a female goat, guarded by the Curetes, young warriors. The warriors clashed their weapons to disguise the infant's cry. Here, we see Zeus' identity as the son of a king being concealed. However, on growing up and reaching manhood, Zeus rose and dethroned Cronus. He did this with his two brothers Hades and Poseidon, who divided dominion over the world with. 
	The poet uses lamenting words saying that he sits in the darkness, spills into the world, leaks, and languishes. When Zeus was hidden in the cave by his mother Rhea, he was in the darkness. He had been hidden from the world, which goes handy with his identity being concealed from the world. The poet shows a lot of anger and aggression. Zeus was the god of the sky; he would cause rain, lightning, and thunderstorms. He also would cause a fire. Being the ruler of Heaven, Zeus led the gods to war against the Giants. He defeated revolts against him with the help of his fellow gods. Zeus was infamous for his fondness for women, both mortal and immortal.
	The poem uses another symbolism of stealing the skin of a wild bull with sweet eyes. In Greek Mythology, Zeus disguised himself as a bull to ravish Europa. He has seen Europa relaxing with her friends along the seashore and immediately falls in love with her. However, Zeus wanted to escape the anger of his wife and carry off the girl Europa. He, therefore, metamorphosized himself into a handsome while bull to woo Europa. They bore three sons, Minos, Rhadamanthys, and Sarpedon. When Zeus' identity was known, Europa later remarried Asterius, the king of Crete, who adopted his three sons.
	Zeus appeared to disguise himself as a swan to ravish Leda, wife of the king of Sparta. They bore Helen and Dioscuri. He also disguised himself in the form of a cuckoo to attract Hera, his sister. Hera was a goddess of marriage and childbirth and a ruler of the sky. Nevertheless, Zeus wanted Hera to be by his wife and her, but Hera rejected his marriage proposals. Finally, when Zeus appeared as a cuckoo, Hela accepted his proposal to become his wife. They bore Hephaestus, Hebe, Ares and Eileithyia. However, Hera knew Zeus' character and became extremely jealous of Zeus' falling in love with other women.
	Zeus fell in love with Asteria. His wife discovered the affair was filled with rage. Zeus transformed Asteria into a quail so that she could escape his wife's vigilance. Asteria flew into the sea. She, however, resumed her true form, identity, when she landed on the island of Delos. 
	Zeus' wife, Hera, found out about Zeus' other relationship with Semele, also known as Thyone, daughter of Cadmus and Harmonia. She was a goddess. Hera was enraged with Zeus' affair with Semele. Zeus had promised to grant every Semele had. He was, therefore, forced by his wife to grant a wish that would kill Semele. As the god of thunder, he burned Semele with fire from his firebolts to ash. Semele was pregnant with Dionysus, their son, and Zeus saved him from her womb and kept the son in his thigh until he was born. On maturity, Dionysus became the ruler of Hades and brought his mother, Semele, back to life as immortal. Even though Semele's identity had been scrapped off when she was burnt to death by Zeus, she returned, and her identity was restored.
	Lastly, Zeus was married to Hera and had children with her, but he was never a family man; that was just the fake skin he was wearing. His actual behavior was his affection to other women, which is why he would always assume himself into animal forms to hide from his wife but to satisfy his real behaviors. Also, as the god of thunder, Zeus was full of rage and aggression; the poet says he is made of time and fire, with callous hands and crooked teeth. That was his real identity, and that is why he could not restrict himself from burning down Semele despite their liaison between them.
	In conclusion, the examples above are drawn from the poem Shapeshifter and Greek Mythology. They are enough evidence that true individual identity cannot be hidden; it will ultimately be revealed. To satisfy his amorousness, Zeus frequently assumed animal forms to woo women. With this, he covered himself with new skins. However, he finally would be realized by his wife. His trues identity would come to be revealed in the end.
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